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Abstract. New Testament authors use mostly the Greek version of Isaiah 52—
53 for various purposes. The perspective on Jesus’ ministry is broad. The few
passages that address the meaning of his death envisage mainly the
apotropaic function or build on the humiliation-exaltation scheme. In this
early stage of reception, the relevant passages from Isa 53 are not quoted.
This is partly due to the particularities of the LXX-translation, which
eliminates a number of details that could sustain the idea of vicarious
suffering and atonement. Beside the Christological-soteriological inter-
pretation of Jesus’ ministry and/or suffering, the quotes serve ethical-
paraenetical purposes or address the scope and reception of the gospel.
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1. Introductory considerations

Isaiah 52,13-53,12 (in the following Isa 53) is counted among the scriptural

passages that have exerted the most significant influence on early Christian
thought, in particular on defining Jesus’ identity and interpreting his suffering and
death. This common opinion is not groundless, if one looks at the New Testament
quotations and allusions. Nonetheless, a careful examination of the manner in
which the New Testament uses this passage should prevent sweeping
generalisations and insufficiently founded conclusions, as for instance the role of
the text in interpreting Jesus’ passion as the atoning death of the Servant-Christ.

The clear citations in the New Testament are limited to seven (Matt 8,17;

Luke 22,37; Acts 8,32-33; John 12,38; Rom 10,16; 15,21, and 1 Pet 2,22-25).1 This
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